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R E M A R K $ 


On ail Pampbler, intiruled, 
RERTPLERCTIONS n the Expediency of 
opening tbe Trade to T ee 


* 7 . KLIN T is a 2 Aiagreeable Situation, 
T +7 into which the Levant Company 
2 | is thrown of the —— Pre- 


a = for want of better b | 
ment, induſtriouſly endeavour to engage others 

in the unneceſſary Trouble of acquiring a 
| Right 


Right to a Privilege, which they not only who 
but * 5G Pecs in er, of. 


To. peers the World for the cin M 
| of this efign, a Book has been printed with "oY 
tte Title of Reflections on the Eee F 

« of opening the Trade to Turky.” F 4 


It is no very unreaſonable thing to expect 
of an Author, who profeſſes to write for the 
Information of the Public, upon Matters con- 
cerning its Intereſts, that he ſhould have pro- 
cured ſome good Informations himſelf, upon 
the Subjects he undertakes: But the Writer 
of the Reflections appears contented with a 
very ſlender Proviſion of this kind for his 
Enterprize, and ſeems to rely on other Arts 
and a * the Succeſs of 1 it. 


22 „„ "WV. - - og wo rn ney —_ 


He 1 not b omitted ye leaſt ala 
of turning to Advantage: thoſe odious Terms 
of Monopolies, Engrofling, Excluſive Com- 
merce, $acrificing the National Trade to 

France for private Intereſt, & c. In op- 
| | | der 


[7] 

der to raife Prejudices, and diſpoſe the Minds, 
of his Readers for a more favourable. Re- 
ception of thoſe Impreſſions he would give 
them, by the very profuſe Reflections upon 
ſeveral Points, either miſunderſtood, or no- 
ching to his Purpoſe; and even where he at- 
tempts to form any Arguments, he founds 
them upon Propoſitions and Aſſertions, 
which are not true in Fact. 


As the Levant Trade now ſtands, there is 
but little Encouragement for the Company 
to be at much Trouble in the Support of 
their Charter: They will, however, at all 
Events, do Juſtice to their own Characters, 
and endeavour, by fairly ſtating this Que- 
ſion, © to prevent thoſe Inconveniences, 
which, it is - apprehended,” may fall upon 
this Trade, from the Change aimed at by 
thoſe, who have moved this Queſtion.” 836 


In order to this, it will be ſhewn, 


That the Trade to Turky has a free 


| Core: ; and that every Memben of the 
Company 


e import all Goods, 
permitted by Law, in What Quantities, as 
well as at What DEDG and on what Wb, 


"OW judge MONT 


That the Trade to Tub may be car« 
ned on from any e Port, as freely ag 
from London: I 


That the Increaſe of the French Trade to 
Turky cannot, with any Colour of Reaſon, 
be imputed either to the Company's Charter, 
or any Uſe they have made of the Dowers 
grantees, to them 2 it: * 


That if: any of thoſe Means of increaſing. 
this Trade, very poſitively inſiſted upon by 
the Author, can be procured by what he 
calls opening the Trade, they may be now 
equally: obtained in the ſame Way. 


The Remainder of the Queſtion will hard- 
ly deſerve the Pains of intereſting the Le- 
giſlatute 1 in n regard t to it. 


: } 
y „ 7 
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e prove che firſt, the Com pany need 
only atteſt their Practice in the Courſe of 
their Affairs for 1 many Years, and. call upon 


Y | their reſ pective Membets to vouch the Truth 
= of it. When the Bill relating to this Subject 


paſſed the Honourable Houſe of Conimons, 
the Company made the beſt Uſe they were 
able, of what was. declared to be the Senſe 
of the Nation upon this Point; and then 
gave Notice in Print, that all Reſtraint upon 
Ships was remoyed, and would no more be 
laid; which has been ſtrietiy obſeryed evet 


fince: Nor can there be any Ground to ſur= 


miſe, that there is, or has been, even the 
moſt diſtant Purpoſe of breaking ah Engage- 
ment ſo publickly taken with the Nation; 
and which muſt be underſtood to have the ; 
Force of a Law with the See F; 

That the Trade is. not ebnfined to the 
ſingle expenſive Port of Linton, the Com- 
pany's Chatter will elearly prove: And if the 
Merchants of the other Ports have not made 
ule of this Comprehenſion, the Fault is not 


B $9 


; f to 


to be charged upon 2 of London, 2 0 
have hitherto compoſed the Company: For 
a ſingle Inſtance cannot be given, of Ad- 
miſſion into it having been refuſed to any of 
them; nay, has been actually granted to 2 


Merchant of Hal fox. 


Nevertheless, upon this Suppoſition, falſe 
in Fact, the Turky Company is expreſſy 
called, « A Monopoly in every Senſe,” 
though it, is. open. to every Merchant of the 
Kingdom: And whoſe Admiſſion to which 
does, farther, admit his Children to theirs on 
very moderate Conditions: And every Ndble- 
man and Gentleman likewiſe may lay Claim 
to. it, without any Conditions at all. How- 
. eyer, upon this falſe Principle he founds all 
his Reaſonings; which bring him to this i very 


raſh and unwarrantable Concluſion, e Tbat 


e the prodigious Increaſe of the French 
Leævant Trade cannot poſfibly be aſcribed 
<, to any other Cauſe, but to the Monopo- 
6c lies and Excluſions of the Engliſh. againſt 
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«« their own Copntrymen, in Favour of the 


; 


- 


But a very little Inquiry would habe 


5 der for coming at the Knowlege of ſome 


4 Engl Trade to 


47 haye. leſſened the 
Fi: e "13 

* very principal one is, be tatal Stop © ut 
to any Communication . between, Penſa and 
Turky; oocaſioned by the terrible Calamities 


with = that unhapf py Country has been 


viſited for above theſe Thirty Years paſt : 
From whence aroſe the Amount of nigh 
half che Trade to Turky, as well in the Ex- 
158 as by the Returns in Raw Silk. 


The: Uſe and Conf m piion.c of Mais, 
which was likewiſe 1 05 next capital Article 
of - Returns, is diminiſhed, at leaſt one half ; 
Rufia has fopnd means to divert. the Courſe 
of the Rhubarb, before it ean reach Turiy: 
Neither do our Dyers. make ſo much ule of 
Gall as heretofore: Theſe Are Changes 

| B 2 | which 


4 
which muſt neceſſarily affect the Trade, and 
are Cauſes which cannot be imputed to the Le- 


vant Company. 


* As to the French, Way have, from thelr 
American Colonies, found new Articles of 
Trade, and with which we have not as yet 
been furniſhed. from ours, Indigo, Sugar, 
ine eyen Coffee, are become very important 
ones, tho” they il be hardly aſcribed to the 
Monopolies and Excluſions of the Engli iſh 
againſt their own Countrymen, in Favor of 
me French, £8 5 


1 


But the very great one is 10 their Cloth 
This is a particular Manufacture, firſt ſet on 
foot for this very Purpoſe, and encouraged by 
the Crown, and che Province where it is made, 
with extraordinary Aids to the Manufadtuter, 
and with long Application to almoſt this ſin⸗ 
gle ſort: It is brought to vaſt Perfection: : Tt 
is made of fine Materials, a chief Part conſiſt- 
ing of Spaniſh Wool, and is of good Spinning; 


ang, though not very ſubſtantial; yet has it a 


LEASE” 
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good Appeatance; and ſells cheap; and as d 
anſwers many particular Uſes, it has great 
Vent. It may not here be out of the way to 
remark, that the French, or any other Na- 
tion, opening a Trade to the Levan, in 
Cloth, or any Goods, which thoſe Nations} 


eſtabliſhed there before them may deal in, 
will certainly acquite a Share of the Trude 
and this Share muſt; in all Likelihood, be at 
the Expence of the other Nations trading 
thither ; for there can beno Reaſot to beliebe, 
that "thoſe new Traders, bringing the ſarrſe 
Commodities to Market, can create a neus 


n 10 


1 


From the manner in which: this Auttve 
ſpeaks of the Levant Company, thoſe wha 
are unacquainted with it, may be induced to 
think, that it carries on a Trade by a joint 
Stock, managed with ſo much Art, under the 
Shelter of the Charter, as to make, accordin 8 
to the Author's Expreffions, © immenſe Pro- 
e fits upon ſmall Imports:“ But this is very 
far from being the Caſe z for the Company 
oF 3 ; h ave 


Y TY e *ﬀth 


N e wow 


; 1 F 


r 


bave no Stock at all; hut every Member trades 


(1470 


on his own private Stock, how he e. 
e e eee W : ang 


aw ider ho A 
Fertbobs: it 38 natural to think, that if theſo 


immenſe Profits in this Branch of Traffic 
among them were ſtirring, | far-greater Num. 
bers wduld be found ready to put in Tar 
larger Shares of them; nor could  fuch- Aa 
Canfederacy; as the Author ſuppoſes, be kept 
long a Secret from ſeveral other wealthy 
Merchants of this, City, who have a Right to 
be admitted to the Freedom of the Company, 
and would, no doubt, aſſert it, in order to 
come at a Part of al. immenſe Profits,” 
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But it 8 anluckil for our Amhor, 
that; whilſt all Difficulties attending the Bug · 
kifh Trade to Turky,. and the Progreſs the 
French have made in theirs, are aſcribed-biy 
him to Monopolies and Excluſions: in Bugs 
land (formed by his own Imagination), the 

Freuch Trade to Turky is really a Monopolx. 
3 4 177 It 
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1 15! 
It is confined to dhe Port of Mar ſeilles, and, 
though not carried on by à joint Stock, is yet 
diretted there by a Company, without whoſe 
Pertniflion, or that of the Court, no Perſon 
can trade, or eftabliſh himſelf as à Factor, in 
Turky, or even continue there, if they think 
fit to give a contrary- Order, It is under the 
Government of Bye-laws, which are either 
made by the Company, or ſent from Court, 
and which-often extend to very great Reftraint, 
All Factors, who were married; have been or- 
dered away ; and thoſe like wiſe, who bad been 
tRabliſhed 5 ſuch a Term of * 


| The: Sales of ins Cloth FRF Sis 
been fixed to certain Seaſons and Quantities, 
as well as Prices; and, in every Sale, each 
Factor was to put only his Proportion of 
what he had in his Warehouſe ; ſo that a 
Factor, with but Ten Bales of Cloth, muſt 
not be permitted to ſell them in leſs time than 
would another, who had an Hundred to diſ- 
poſe of. If then, for Argument-fake, it 
ſhould be allowed, that the Engliſb Trade to 
the Levant is as much a — as that 
of 


1 6. 
of. Franze (which yet moſt certainly it is not); 
it will be difficult to account for ſuch different 
Effects, under the Influence of the ſame 
Cauſe: And this proves, even to a Demonſtrac 
tion, that Monopoly had nothing to do either 
with the Decreaſe of the one Trade, or Ins 
creaſe of the other; but that both muſt have 
ſprung from other Cauſes, 


. Thoſe which have been aſſigned, are abſo- 
lutely true in Fact; and it is hoped they will 
evidently appear to have been out of the 
Reach of every thing the Levant * 
have * or could have done, 


y_ 


| u is next to be 5 how far they 


may be prevented, and the Miſchiefs com- 3 


plained of be retrieved, by this Project ior 
Mui the Trade to Turky, | 


His Argument, that a latger Quantity of 
Cloth might be exported; if it could be cars 
ried cheaper to Market; and that exporting 
Jt from Ports nearer to the Place where it 18 

made; 


þ 17 ] 

made, and preparing it altogether for Ex- 
portation in the Country, will be a means 
of many Savings, will readily be allow'd 
him. But this proves nothing, with regard 
to the Expediency undertaken to be proved 
becauſe all this may be effected with equal 
Freedom under the Company's Charter, as 
if an hundred new Laws were made: And 
the ſame may be ſaid, with regard to what- 
ever may depend on the full Liberty, as to 
Ships, Time,and Quantities of Goods, in which 
every Member is intirely his own Maſter, 


-—- 


In ſhort, there is not one fingle Advan- 
tage, which the Author propoſes by opening 
the Trade to 77 urky, which, if any way at- 
| fainable, may not as eaſily be procured ac- 
cording to the preſent Situation of Affairs. 


3 He, indeed, promiſes his Readers a great 
deal ; but, it is to be feared, much of this 


ſanguine Hope is given merely with a View 
of raiſing Expectations ; for, in reality, the 


Subj ects, from whence it is drawn, no- way 
| tip relate 


+. ns g +1 

relate to the Queſtion i in hand; for very few 
dyeing Drugs ever came from Turky; the 
principal Article this Way being Gall-nuts, 
Which have not of late been brought over in 
any Quantity, becauſe the- Dyers have ſub- 
ſtituted ſome other Material i in the room of 
them: And Levant Aſhes have grown into 
Diſuſe, from the Adulteration of them abroad. 

Theſe Articles depend not on fuch Methods 
as any T raders to Twrky, under the preſent 
Charter, or any other Regulation, can prac- 
tice, towards the reviving the Credit of them. 


"The firong Probability = the Author 
expreſſes,” of -great Demands 4 to he produced, 
for a long Enumeration of Goods, . is merely 
 chimerical and it. wall admit of A Doubt, 
Whether the Propoſition he abſolutely lays 
down, © that the Engl are known ta ex- 
* cel other Nations in Fabric and Che: 
* nefs,” can be ſo univerfally admitted, ei- 
ther in the one, or the other, of thoſe Points: - 
And if this Propofition was quite true; a neigh- 


/ bouring Nation might not, perhaps, prove ſo 
frequent 
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[ 19 ] 
frequent an Obſtacle to our Progreſs in the 
Courſe of Trade. A full Inquiry into this Sub- 


ject would lead too far; but, whatever Degree 


of Truth may be contained in this Aſſertion, 
Rill the Suppoſition of its being abſolutely 
true, with regard, to the Cloth Manufacture, 
muſt be the Ground of his ſaying, that © Our 
»* Woolen Manufacturers are ready to make 
« appear, from the Specimens. they have 
« ſcen of the Cloth of Languedoc, deſigned 
« for the Levant, that they are able to out- 
« rival the French, provided this Commerce | 
« has a free Courſe, and every Adventurer is 
e permitted to ſhip off from what Port he 
<<; pleaſes ;” and of his aſſerting al ſo, po- 


ſitivoly (though, by producing a Specimen 


of this ſort-of Cloth when finiſhed, and de- 
claring at what Price it could be ſald, a more 
effectual Method had been taken, of making 
it appear; not could it, indeed, be then diſ- 
puted), That: the Egli ManglaQueers 
* .can- rival che French Tir hy. Cloth; an 
Advantage much to be defired » And there can 


he no d dae eee af England 
„„ Ca Would 


20 
would be ready to give them all ſuitable En- 
couragement. It is, therefore, declared to 
all, that, without troubling the Legifla ture, 
the Freedom of Commerce they contend for, 
does already abſolutely exiſt; and the T ral, 
therefore, may be immediately made. 6 


The Members of the Turky nne "R 
un great deal of Pains to inform them- 
ſelves about the Fabric of this Cloth; and 
have endeavoured, by many Trials here, to 
Inutate it ; but without LE 


As there is ſuch a Diſpoſition to raiſe Ob- 
jections to the Levant Company, the Terms 
of Admiſſion to the Freedom of it will, with. 
out doubt, be mentioned. When this Affair 
was under the Conſideration of Parliament, 
the Honourable the Houſe of Commons fixed 
the Price at Twenty Pounds; the Charter ſets 
it at Fifty Pounds, to thoſe above Twenty-ſix 
Years; and at Twenty-five Pounds, to thoſe 
under; neither of which Sums can be deemed 
onerous to Perſons in ſuch- Circumſtances | 
as may capacitate them to engage in this 

| Trade: 
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Trade, which labours under the Inconvenience 
of a long Circulation; and it is but a ſmall 
Contribution' towards defraying the public 
Expence, in Conſideration” of being received 
into a Portion of the Advantages ariſing 
from the great Charge of forming and ſup- 
porting the Eſtabliſhments in Turky; many 
valuable Effects whereof are Mill exiſting, 
This, however, is of ſo little Importance to 
the Company, that if they thought them- 
ſelves at Liberty by their Charter, they would 
have reduced the Price to that ' ſet by the 
Houſe of Commons. 


The Point, then „in Diſpute, is of very 
little Moment, between the Author and the 
Levant Company; He ſays, that many great 
Advantages might be obtained for the Nation 
by this Trade, if it was opened. It is here 
proved, that the Trade is already free and 
open, for all the Purpoſes he mentions; and 
that if theſe Advantages are fo eaſily obtained, 
they have been, and are, in our Power; and 
therefore there can be no Reaſon for com- 


plainin 8 


4 
plaining of the Levant ,ompany's. Charters 
or for raiſing Queſtions and Uneaſineſs in the 
Minds of the People, and troubling the Le: 
pillature, for. pt T5. are. e 5 
Afi it - ſhould be faid, That 8 may 
perhaps again return to their Rule, about ge- 
neral Ships; it is anſwered, Tbat this cannot 
reaſonably he ſuppoſed, alter the kee 
ment taken with the Public, upon t the NOW= 
lege of its Sentiments; and Iuch a 3 
would, and muſt, be looked upon as a 


Breach of all Meaſures with it. 


This Subject does not ſeem fo require any, 
further Examination. of. it, than what affects 
the Particplar of laying | the Trade open to 
very-body. The Laws, . "Cuſtoms, and 
Manners, of the Turks, . are e different. from 
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iving Offence ; and when that happens, it 
Is ſometimes attended with Danger, and 1 


894 


ways 


ww, # 
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ways with Expence. - They look upon the 
Whole, as à Pledge for the Behaviour of In- 
dividvals ; and, in very late Inſtances, the 
Company has been forced to diſburfe lige 
Sums of Money, to prevent worſe Conſe- 
quences, | 


It will be very unfair, and merely for the 
ſake of Clamour, and of raiſing Odium, to 
treat theſe Objections as the ordinary Language 
of Monopoliſts. _ What can be more frivo- 
lous, than to throw out Expreffions of that 
Kind, towards a Company who have no 
Joint-Stock; of which every Nobleman, 
Gentleman, and Merchant, of the King- 
. dom (and every Manufacturer, who ſhould 
20 make his own Cloth to export it, muſt be con- 
* ſidered as Merchant), may N a Mem- 
8 ber, and carry on his Trade from what Port, 
and in what Manner, he may chooſe ? Or can 
N. it be ſuppoſed, that, with all theſe Means of 
a Support, the Trade to Turky will ſtand in 
need of further Aſſiſtance? As, there- 
27 fore, no Benefit can acerue to the Nation, 


from 


— 8 — 
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from this new Scheme propoſed, it cannot, 
ſurely, be prudent, to run the Riſque of 
diſturbing that good Order, in which Things 


at preſent are ſettled, with no other View, 


than to gratify a wanton Humour of making 


an uſeleſs Experiment, 


4 


